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Summary 

Over the past ten years, the rate of new Tuberculosis (TB) 
infections among Shelby County residents decreased 
significantly from 9.1 to 5.2 infections per 100,000 persons; 
however, the rate remained almost two times greater than the 
rate reported among the state population in 2010.   

A total of 201 new TB cases were diagnosed among Shelby 
County residents between 2008 and 2010.  During these three 
years, the number of infections decreased from 89 cases in 2008 
to 64 cases in 2009, and 48 cases in 2010.  The majority of TB 
infections were reported among minorities; Non-Hispanic Black 
individuals accounted for the highest percentage (70.6%) 
followed by Hispanics (12.9%) and Non-Hispanic Asian 
individuals (9.0%).  Males represent almost 66% of all reported 
cases, and infections are distributed across all age groups. 

Certain factors may increase the risk for developing TB 
infection.3  Over the past three years, foreign birth (26.9%), 
positive HIV status (17.4%), and excess alcohol use within the 
past year of diagnosis (18.4%) represent the three largest 
identified risk groups.  Seven individuals (3.5%) reported 
injection drug use; while 29 persons (14.4%) reported using non-
injection drugs. Nine tuberculosis cases were identified in 
correctional facilities, and six individuals were residents of long 
term care facilities at the time of diagnosis. 

To request more detailed TB health statistics for Shelby County residents, please 
visit:  http://www.shelbycountytn.gov/index.aspx?NID=1094 

 

 

Table 1. Number of Confirmed Tuberculosis Cases by 
Select Characteristics, Shelby County Residents, 2008-2010 

  N                                    %                                     

 Total 201 100.0% 

Gender     

Male 132 65.7% 

Female 69 34.3% 

Age     

0 -- 9 18 9.0% 

10 -- 19 9 4.5% 

20 -- 29 40 19.9% 

30 -- 39 30 14.9% 

40 -- 49 39 19.4% 

50 -- 59 37 18.4% 

60+ 28 13.9% 

Race/Ethnicity     

Non-Hispanic Black 142 70.6% 

Hispanic, All races 26 12.9% 

Non-Hispanic Asian/Pacific Islander 18 9.0% 

Non-Hispanic White 12 6.0% 

Other Race, Not Hispanic * * 

Unknown  * * 

Risk Factors§     

Foreign Born  54 26.9% 

HIV positive 35 17.4% 

Excess alcohol use† 37 18.4% 

Non-injection drug use† 29 14.4% 

Homeless† 17 8.5% 

Resident of correctional facility 9 4.5% 

Injection drug use† 7 3.5% 

Resident of long term care facility† 6 3.0% 
 

1 Tennessee Department of Health Communicable and Environmental Disease Services Program. 
2008 Annual Report.  Retrieved August 15, 2011 from: 
http://health.state.tn.us/ceds/AnlRprt_2008.pdf 
2 Tennessee Department of Health Tuberculosis Elimination Program. Tuberculosis Statistical 
Information.  Retrieved August 15, 2011 from: http://health.state.tn.us/ceds/tb/statistics.htm 
3Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Basic TB Facts: Risk Factors. Retrieved August 15, 
2011 from: http://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/basics/risk.htm 
* Case counts of less than five are not released due to privacy and confidentiality restrictions. 
§ Risk factors will not add to column total because factors are not mutually exclusive. 

†  Within the previous year of diagnosis 
 
 
 
 
Note: Rates are calculated using the American Community Survey 1-Year population 
estimates (2001-2009) and Decennial Census estimates (2000,2010). 
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