
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Writer : Josh Whitehead     E-mail: josh.whitehead@memphistn.gov   

    

CASE NUMBER:   ZTA 21-1   L.U.C.B. MEETING: April 8, 2021 
 

APPLICANT:  Office of the Shelby County Mayor 
 

REPRESENTATIVE:  Alex Hensley, Special Assistant to Mayor Lee Harris 
 

REQUEST: Adopt Amendment to the Memphis and Shelby County Unified 

Development Code related to oil pipelines 
 

 

 
 

 

1. This zoning text amendment (ñZTAò) was initiated by the Office of Shelby County Mayor Lee Harris 

pursuant to Sub-Section 9.3.3A of the Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code (the 

ñUDCò).  
 

2. This ZTA would regulate oil pipelines within Memphis and Shelby County. Currently, this type of 

infrastructure is not regulated by the UDC, as is the case with other underground facilities. As an 

example, the existing oil pipeline that runs under the Mississippi River, Presidentôs Island and McKellar 

Lake between Arkansas and the Valero refinery on Mallory required no zoning action. Note also that all 

utilities currently listed in Sub-Section 2.9.3I of the UDC contain aboveground structures subject to local 

building permits. Pipelines, by comparison, are not subject to local building permits. 
 

3. This ZTA contains the following specific amendments to the UDC (new language indicated in bold, 

underline). There are a few changes between the language below and the language originally proposed 

found on p.11 of this report; these are the product of a review by the Shelby County Attorneyôs office.  
 

2.5.2: Insert a new use category, ñOil pipeline,ò and permit this use by right in all zoning districts. 

Also, add a reference to a new use standard for this use in the far-right column, a new Sub-Section 

2.6.2L. 
 

2.6.2L (new section) Oil Pipelines 

Oil pipelines shall be no closer than 1500 feet of any school, place of worship, park, family 

recreation center, or any residential use, as measured from the center line of the oil pipeline to 

the building footprint of the school, place of worship, park, family recreation center, or residence. 
 

12.3.1: OIL  PIPELINE: any tube, usually cylindrical, through which petroleum flows from one 

point to another.  
 

4. A map of the proposed Byhalia Connection pipeline is included in this staff report, as well as a map of 

all oil pipelines in the United States. While the building rights of the Byhalia Connection pipeline may 

have already vested and would otherwise be exempt from this proposed regulation (under the Tennessee 

Vested Rights Acts, TCA Sec. 13-4-310), this ZTA may affect future pipelines since local regulation of 

these kinds of pipelines may not be completely preempted by federal law (see legal analysis by the 

Shelby County Attorneyôs office on page 12 of this report for further details).  
 

5. The amendments that are part of this ZTA may be viewed in context of the entire UDC here. 

RECOMMENDATION : Approval 

 

mailto:josh.whitehead@memphistn.gov
https://shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/38455/ZTA-21-1-complete-document
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Map of the Proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline (National)  
 

 
The proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline is shown on this map connected two existing oil 
pipelines: the Diamond Pipeline, which runs east from Cushing, OK, to the Valero refinery in South 
Memphis and the Capline Pipeline, a north-side pipeline which runs from Illinois to Louisiana 
through Marshall County, MS (near Byhalia). Map courtesy of RBN Energy. 
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Map of the Proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline (Regional)  
 

 
This map shows a closer view of the proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline, which at one point 
was known as the ñDiamond Extension.ò ñCollierville Stationò is actually not in Collierville but in 
unincorporated Marshall County west of Byhalia. Map courtesy of Marathon Pipe Line, LLC. 
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Map of the Proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline (Metropolitan)  
 

 
This map shows the route of the proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline in Shelby, DeSoto and 
Marshall Counties. The route is indicated in orange on this map. Existing oil pipelines are shown 
in purple on the far left and right sides of this map. The pipeline on the left is the Diamond Pipeline, 
which currently terminates at the Valero refinery on Mallory next to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Riverside Park. The pipeline on the right is the Capline Pipeline. The point where the proposed 
Byhalia Connection meets the Capline, Collierville Station, is on the north side of Wingo Road in 
Marshall County. It is currently owned and operated by Marathon Oil. Map courtesy of the Byhalia 
Connection. 
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Map of the Proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline (Closeup of Southwest Memphis)  
 

 
The existing Diamond Pipeline, shown in purple on this map, runs under the Mississippi River, 
Presidentôs Island and McKellar Lake and terminates at the Valero Refinery on Mallory, just south 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Riverside Park. The proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline, shown 
in orange, would run south of Valero, along the Canadian National tracks, then generally parallel 
to Weaver Road to the Mississippi state line. Its route brings it in close proximity to the following 
subdivisions, going from north to south: the Mitchell Road School subdivision on the south side 
of Mitchell Road,  the Hicky subdivision on the north side of Fields Road, the Rolling Green Hills 
subdivisions on the south side of Fields Road, the West Raines View subdivision on the north 
side of Raines Road, the Durango subdivision on the south side of Raines Road and the Sun 
Valley and Westwood Hills subdivisions on the south of Western Park Drive. These subdivisions 
are seen on this map as concentrations of streets in grey. Map courtesy of the Byhalia Connection.  
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Maps of the Proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline (Closeup of Nearby Subdivisions)  
 

 
The map above demonstrates the proximity of the proposed Byhalia Connection Pipeline (in 
orange) within Canadian National ROW to the Mitchell Road, Hickey and Rolling Green Hills 
subdivisions. The map below shows the proximity of the pipeline to the West Raines View, 
Durango, Sun Valley and Westwood Hills subdivisions. Homes within all seven of these 
subdivisions lie within 1500 feet of the proposed pipeline. As such, this route would not be 
permitted under the language of the proposed amendment to the Code. 
 

 


