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MEMPHIS AND SHELBY COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING AND  

DEVELOPMENT 

BOA STAFF REPORT  #   

 
DOCKET NUMBER : B.O.A. 15-59 City B.OA. MEETING : October 28, 2015    

LOCATION:  809 Chelsea 

  South side of Chelsea Ave; +/- 110ô west of Dunlap St.

   

OWNER OF RECORD: Charles Downs 

 

APPLICANT:  Wholesale Auto Dealers of Memphis (Charles Glover)  

REPRESENTATIVE : The Bray Firm (David Bray)  

REQUEST:   1.  A use variance to operate vehicle sales auto in the Mixed  

      Use (MU) District  

     2.  A variance to Paragraph 3.1.4(B)(1) to permit multiple 

principal uses on a tract or lot    

 

 EXISTING ZONING:  Mixed Use (MU ) District  

 

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:  
  

REJECTION   
 

 

 

            Staff Planner:   John D. (Don) Jones                                    E-Mail: john.jones@memphistn.gov 

 
 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

1. The applicantôs justification is based on an apparent error made by the Office of 

Construction Code Enforcement and not due to a practical limitation of the property 

or an improvement to that property. 

  

2.  If the Use Variance is approved, the existing junior billboard on the property should 

be considered a second principal use on the lot. 

 

3.  The billboard is an active use, Code Enforcement is billing the owner for the usage 

of the board. It is most likely a holdover from when billboards of this type were 

considered accessory uses to commercial property. 

mailto:john.jones@memphistn.gov
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General Location  

 

 
 

 

The subject property is located on the south side of Chelsea Avenue approximately 100 feet 

from the west right-of-way line of Dunlap Street.  This property lies within the boundaries of 

the Uptown Special District. 

 

The subject property includes two parcels:  02701300032 which includes the building and the 

paved parking, and 02701300013 which includes vacant land that is indicated on the attached 

site plan as Existing Lawn.  It is this parcel that staff believes includes the second principal use, 

the Junior Billboard.   
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Existing  Zoning and Land Use  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Subject Property is in current use for Vehicle Sales.  Site also includes a Junior Billboard. 

 

Surrounding Uses of Land and Zoning 

 

North: Churches, duplex residential dwellings and vacant land in the Mixed Use (MU) District. 

 

South: Duplex residential dwellings in the Moderate Density Residential (MDR) District 

 

East: Vehicle service, tire sales,  in the Mixed Use (MU) District. 

 

West: An institutional use operated by Porter Leath in the Mixed Use (MU) and Moderate 

Density Residential (MDR Districts   
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Birds Eye View (Google)  
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Street view of Subject Property and adjoining property to the east 

 

 
 

 

Pictures from Site Visit 10/12/15 
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Pictures from Site Visit (continued) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

    

 


