ITEM # PREPARED BY: __Carter Gray

Moved: REVIEWED BY: _ Robert B. Rolwing
County Attorney

Seconded by:

JOINT ORDINANCE NO.

A JOINT ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MEMPHIS AND SHELBY COUNTY
BUILDING CODE SO AS TO ADOPT THE 2015 EDITION OF THE ICC
INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE AND LOCAL AMENDMENTS, INCLUDING
CERTAIN APPENDICES IN THE ICC BUILDING CODE AND AS LOCALLY DRAFTED
TO REPLACE AN OUTDATED BUILDING CODE, AND SETTING APPLICABLE FEES
FOR PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS. SPONSORED BY COMMISSIONER EDMUND
FORD, JR.

WHEREAS, The Shelby County Board of Commissioners and the Council of the
City of Memphis seek to adopt and maintain a comprehensive set of coordinated
Technical Codes and to update those Codes to assure the safe and effective
construction of commercial buildings and structures in the Community; and

WHEREAS, Provisions of the Tennessee Code Annotated require local
jurisdictions wishing to operate their own program for permitting and inspection of
construction activities, in lieu of State control of those activities, review and update their
locally adopted Building and technical codes on a regular cycle to assure they are
providing an adequate level of public safety; and

WHEREAS, Memphis and Shelby County have operated a joint Construction
Code Enforcement Office for this purpose since 1983 and wish to continue such
operation as it has provided the regulated community with a timely, responsible and
customer oriented service at a reasonable cost while also providing the public with

assurances that the construction undertaken in this Community will meet appropriate



local conditions and legal requirements; and

WHEREAS, It has been determined that it is necessary and prudent to adopt
newer code editions covering the construction of non-residential structures which had
previously been covered by regulations in the 2009 and 2012 Editions of International
Code Council (ICC) International Building Code, which are outdated; and

WHEREAS, Copies of the 2015 Edition of the ICC International Building Code
have been placed in the Office of the Minutes Clerk of the Shelby County Commission
for public review of those documents and as required by state statute before their
adoption by reference by the Shelby County Board of Commissioners and the Council
of the City of Memphis; and

WHEREAS, The certain provisions of the 2015 Edition of the ICC International
Building Code, when adopted by the Board and Council, will provide a modern and
internally consistent Code for such construction and is within the family of codes already
adopted in Memphis and Shelby County; and

WHEREAS, The adoption of this updated to Memphis and Shelby County
Building Code will require the affirmative vote of the majority of the Shelby County
Board of Commissioners and the Council of the City of Memphis as no new fine is
established by this adoption and update.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, That all previous building
codes are hereby repealed except as may be set out in the attachments hereto, and that
the 2015 Edition of the ICC International Building Code is hereby adopted by reference, a

copy of said code being on file in the Shelby County Commission’s Records Clerk.



BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the following Appendices of the 2015 Edition
of the ICC International Building Code, or as locally drafted, are also adopted, but that
any appendix not listed in this ordinance is specifically not adopted: Appendix A —
Building Permit, Plans and Inspection Fees, Appendix C — Group U Agriculture Building,
Appendix D — Fire District, Appendix F — Rodent proofing and Appendix H — Signs.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That above specified portions of the 2015 Edition
of the ICC International Building Code is amended by adoption of the local amendments
attached to this Joint Ordinance as Exhibit A.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 6, Article Il of the Shelby County
Code of Ordinances is amended to make such changes as necessary to implement the
update of this code, in accordance with the changes shown in Exhibit B, which is
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That those provisions of Ordinance 243 adopted
by the Shelby County Commission on August 27, 2001, which establish the permit and
inspection fees for the Building Code are hereby repealed, and the provisions of
Appendix A shall establish the fees associated with the provisions of this code and its
implementation and operation by the Office of Construction Code Enforcement.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That should any part of this ordinance or code be
found to be unconstitutional or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction that
such a determination will have no effect on the other portions of the adopted Code and
the amendments thereto.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Joint Ordinance shall take effect in the
City of Memphis and the unincorporated areas of Shelby County on December 31, 2018

by virtue of the concurring and separate passage thereof by the Memphis City Council



and by the Board of Commissioners of Shelby County or if not adopted by each

legislative body by that date, at the date of such adoption by the last adopting body.

First Reading:

Lee Harris, County Mayor

Date

ATTEST:

Clerk of County Commission

Second Reading:

Adopted
Third Reading:




EXHIBIT A

Memphis
and

Shelby County

2018 Building Code



1. Delete CHAPTER 1 Entitled “Administrative Provisions” in its entirety and

replace it with the follow:

Chapter 1 — Administrative Provisions -
General

101.1 Title. These regulations the 2015 Edition
of the International Code Council Building Code
shall be known as the 2018 Memphis and Shelby
County Building Code, part of the 2018
Technical Code for Memphis and Shelby
County, Tennessee, hereinafter referred to as
"this code."
101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall
apply to and regulate the construction, alteration,
movement, enlargement, replacement, repair,
equipment, use and occupancy, location,
maintenance, removal and demolition of every
building and structure or any appurtenances
connected or attached to such building or
structure.
Exceptions:
1. One and two family dwellings shall meet
the requirements of the 2015 Edition of the
ICC Residential Building Code as locally
amended.
2. Existing Buildings undergoing repair,
alterations, demolition, moving locations or
additions and changes of occupancy shall
be permitted to comply with the 2015
Edition of the [International Existing
Building Code, as locally amended.
101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in the
appendices shall not apply unless specifically
adopted, and the provision in the following
appendices shall apply.
Appendix A — Building Permit, Plans and
Inspection Fees
Appendix C — Group U Agriculture Building
Appendix D — Fire District
Appendix F — Rodent Proofing
Appendix H — Signs
101.3 Intent. The purpose of this code is to
establish and provide minimum standards and
requirements to safeguard the public health, life
or limb, property and public welfare through
structural strength, means of egress facilities,
stability, sanitation, adequate light and
ventilation, energy conservation, and safety to
life and property from fire and other hazards
attributed to the built environment and to provide
safety to fire fighters and emergency responders
during emergency operations.
101.3.1 Quality control. Quality Control of
materials and workmanship is not within the

purview of the Technical Codes except as it
relates to the purpose stated herein.

101.4 Referenced codes. The other codes listed
in Section 101.4.1 through 101.4.7, (but noting
that Section 101.4.5 is reserved) and referenced
elsewhere in this code shall be considered part of
the requirements of this code to the prescribed
extent of each such reference. Where such
referenced codes have been amended locally,
such local amendments shall be considered a part
of such referenced material.

101.4.1 Electrical. The provisions of the 2017
Edition of the National Electric Code, and local
amendments thereto, shall apply to the
installation of electrical systems, including
alterations, repairs, replacement, equipment,
appliances, fixtures, fittings and appurtenances
thereto

101.4.2 Gas. The provisions of the 2015 Edition
of the ICC International Fuel Gas Code as
locally amended shall apply to the installation of
gas piping from the point of delivery, gas
appliances and related accessories as covered in
this code. These requirements apply to gas
piping systems extending from the point of
delivery to the inlet connection of the appliances
and the installation and operation of residential
and commercial gas appliances and related
accessories.

101.4.3 Mechanical. The provisions of the 2015
Edition of the ICC International Mechanical
Code, as locally amended, shall apply to the
installation, alteration, repairs and replacement
of mechanical systems, including equipment
appliances, fixtures, and/or appurtenances
including ventilating, heating, cooling, air
conditioning  and  refrigeration  systems,
incinerators and other energy-related systems.
101.4.4 Plumbing. The provision of the 2015
Edition of the ICC International Plumbing Code,
as locally amended, shall apply to the
installation, alteration, repair, and replacement of
plumbing  systems, including equipment,
appliances, fixtures, fittings and appurtenances,
and where connected to water or sewage system
and all aspects of a medical gas system.

101.4.5 Reserved

101.4.6 Fire prevention. The provisions of the
2015 Edition of the ICC International Fire Code,
as locally amended, shall apply to matters
affecting or related to structures, processes and
premises from the hazard of fire and explosion



arising from the storage, handling or use of
structures, materials or devices; from the
conditions hazardous to life, property or public
welfare in the occupancy of structures or
premises; and from the construction, extension,
repair, alteration or removal of fire suppression
and alarm systems or fire hazards in the structure
or on the premises from occupancy or operation
101.4.7 Energy. The provisions of the 2015
Edition of the ICC International Energy
Conservation Code, as locally amended, shall
apply to all matters governing the design and
construction of buildings for energy efficiency.
101.5 Federal and state authority. The
provisions of the Technical Codes shall not be
held to deprive any Federal or State agency, or
any applicable governing authority having
jurisdiction, of any power or authority which it
had on the effective date of adoption of the
Technical Codes or of any remedy then existing
for the enforcement of its orders, nor shall it
deprive any individual or corporation of its legal
rights as provided by law.

Section 102 - Applicability

102.1 General. Where, in a specific case,
different sections of this code specify different
materials, methods of construction or other
requirements, the most restrictive shall govern.
Where there is a conflict between general
requirements and a specific requirement, the
specific requirement shall be applicable.

102.2 Other laws. The provisions of this code
shall not be deemed to nullify any provisions of
local, state, or federal law.

102.3 Application of references. References to
chapter or section numbers, or to provisions not
specifically identified by number, shall be
construed to refer to such chapter, section or
provision of this code.

102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The
codes and standards referenced in this code shall
be those listed in Chapter 35 and such codes and
standards are considered part of the requirements
of this code to the prescribed extent of each such
reference. Where differences occur between code
provisions of this code and referenced codes and
standards, the provisions of this code shall apply.
102.5 Severability. If any section, subsection,
sentence, clause or phrase of this code is, for any
reason, held to be unconstitutional, illegal or
void, such decision shall not affect the validity of
the remaining portions of this code.

102.6 Existing structures. The legal occupancy
of any structure existing on the date of adoption

of this code shall be permitted to continue
without change, except as specifically covered in
this code or as deemed necessary by the Building
Official for the general safety and welfare of the
occupants and the public.

102.7 Requirements not covered by this code.
Any requirements necessary for the strength,
stability, or proper operation of an existing or
proposed structure or facility, or for public
safety, health and general welfare, not
specifically covered by this code, shall be
determined by the Building Official.

102.8 Additions, alterations or repairs.
Additions, alterations, renovations or repairs to
any plumbing system shall conform to that
required for a new plumbing system without
requiring the existing plumbing system to
comply with all of the requirements of this code.
Additions, alterations or repairs shall not cause
an existing system to become unsafe, unsanitary
or overloaded.

Minor additions, alterations, renovations and
repairs to existing plumbing systems shall be
permitted in the same manner and arrangement
as was in the existing system, provided such
repairs or replacements are not hazardous and are
approved

[EB] 102.9 Change in occupancy. It shall be
unlawful to make a change in the occupancy of
any structure which will subject the structure to
any special provision of this code without
approval of the Building Official. The Building
Official shall certify that such structure meets the
intent of the provisions of law governing
building construction for the proposed new
occupancy and that such change of occupancy
does not result in any hazard to the public health,
safety or welfare.

[EB] 102.11 Historic buildings. The provisions
of this code relating to the construction,
alteration, repair, enlargement, restoration,
relocation or moving of buildings or structures
and changes in occupancy shall comply with the
requirements of the International Existing
Building Code including Chapter 12 as locally
amended.

SECTION 103 - Memphis And Shelby County
Office Of Construction Code Enforcement
(MSCCE)

103 Creation of enforcement agency. Joint
Resolution/ Ordinance #3333 was adopted and
approved by the City of Memphis and the Shelby
County legislative bodies, to create the Memphis
and Shelby County Office of Construction Code



Enforcement (MSCCE). This is a joint agency
charged with enforcement of the Memphis and
Shelby County Building Code, (including the
Existing Building Code, Residential and Energy
Conservation Code referenced therein), the
Memphis and Shelby County Mechanical Code,
the Memphis and Shelby County Fuel Gas Code,
the Memphis and Shelby County Plumbing Code
and this Code, which together are to be known as
Memphis and Shelby County 2018 Technical
Codes.

103.1 General. The Building Official is hereby
authorized and directed to enforce the provisions
of the Technical Codes. The Building Official is
further authorized and directed to render
interpretations of the Technical Codes which are
consistent with its spirit and purpose

103.2 Employee qualifications.

103.2.1 Building official qualifications and
appointment. As established by Ordinance
#3333

103.2.2 Chief inspector qualification. The
Building Official, with the approval of the
Administrator, may designate chief inspectors to
administer the provisions of the Memphis and
Shelby County 2018Technical Codes. The
qualifications of the Chief Inspectors shall be as
established by Ordinance #3333.

103.2.3 Inspector qualifications. The Building
Official, with the approval of the Administrator,
may hire such numbers of officers, inspectors,
assistants, and other employees as shall be
authorized from time to time. For employee
minimum qualifications, see the Shelby County
Administration Job Class Master.

103.2.4 Deputy building official qualifications.
In accordance with the prescribed procedures of
this jurisdiction ,and with the concurrence of the
appointing authority the Building Official may
designate as his deputy an employee in the
department who shall, during the absence or
disability of the building Official, exercise all the
powers of the Building Official. The Deputy
Building Official should have the same
qualifications listed in 103.2.2.

103.3 Restriction on employees. An officer or
employee connected with the department, except
one whose only connection is as a member of
one or more of the Boards established by the
Technical Codes, shall not be financially
interested in the furnishing of labor, material or
appliances for the construction, alteration, or
maintenance of a building, structure, service,
system or in the making of plans or of
specifications thereof, unless he is the owner of
such. This officer or employee shall not engage

in any other work, which is inconsistent with the
duties or conflicts, or may appear to conflict,
with the interest of the department.

SECTION 104 - Duties And Powers Of The
Building Official

104.1 General. The Building Official is hereby
authorized and directed to enforce the provisions
of this code. The Building Official shall have the
authority to render interpretations of this code
and to adopted policies and procedures in order
to clarify the application of its provisions. Such
interpretations, policies and procedures shall be
in compliance with the intent and purpose of this
code. Such policies and procedures shall not
have the effect of waiving requirements
specifically provided for in this code.

104.2 Applications and permits. The Building
Official shall receive applications, review
construction documents and issue permits for the
erection, and alteration, demolition, and moving
of buildings and structures, inspect the premises
for which such permits have been issued and
enforce compliance with the provisions of this
code.

104.3 Notices and orders. The Building Official
shall issue all necessary notices or orders to
ensure compliance with this code.

104.4 Inspections. The Building Official shall
make all the required inspections, or the Building
Official shall have the authority to accept reports
of inspection by approved agencies or
individuals. Reports of such inspections shall be
in writing and be certified by a responsible
officer of such approved agency or by the
responsible individual. The Building Official is
authorized to engage such expert opinion as
deemed necessary to report upon unusual
technical issues that arise, subject to the approval
of the appointing authority.

104.5 Identification. The Building Official shall
carry proper identification when inspecting
structures or premises in the performance of
duties under this code.

104.6 Right of entry. Where necessary to make
an inspection to enforce the provisions of this
code, or where the Building Official has
reasonable cause to believe that there exists in a
structure or upon a premises a condition exists
which is contrary to or in violation of this code
which makes the structure or premises unsafe,
dangerous or hazardous, the Building Official is
authorized to enter the structure or premises at
reasonable time to inspect or to perform the
duties imposed by this code, provided that if



such structure or premises is unoccupied, the
Building Official shall first make a reasonable
effort to locate the owner or other person having
charge or control of the structure or premises and
request entry. If entry is refused, the Building
Official shall have recourse to the remedies
provided by law to secure entry.

104.6.1 Inspection with warrant. When the
Building Official shall have first obtained a
proper inspection warrant or other remedy
provided for by law to secure entry, no owner or
occupant or any other person having charge, care
or control of any building, structure, or premises
shall fail or neglect, after proper request is made
as herein provided, to promptly permit entry
therein by the Building Official for the purpose
of inspection and examination pursuant to the
Technical Codes.

104.7 Department records. The Building
Official shall keep official records of
applications received, permits and certificates
issued, fees collected, reports of inspections, and
notices and orders issued. Such records shall be
retained in the official records for the period
required for the retention of public records.

104.8 Liability. The Building Official, members
of the Board of Appeals and Code Boards or
employees charged with the enforcement of this
code, while acting for their jurisdiction in good
faith and without malice in the discharge of the
duties required by this code or other pertinent
law or ordinance, shall not thereby be rendered
liable personally and is hereby relieved from
personal liability for any damages accruing to
persons or property as a result of any act or by
reason of any act or omission in the discharge of
official duties. Any suit instituted against an
officer or employee in the lawful discharge of
duties and under the provisions of this code shall
be defended by the legal representative of the
jurisdiction until the final termination of the
proceedings. The Building Official or any
subordinate shall not be liable for costs in any
action, suit or proceeding that is instituted in
pursuance of the provisions of this code.

104.9 Approved material and equipment.
Materials, equipment and devices approved by
the Building Official shall be constructed and
installed on accordance with such approval.
104.9.1 Used material and equipment. The use
of used material which meets the requirements of
this code for new material is permitted. Used
equipment and devices shall not be reused unless
approved by the Building Official.

104.10 Modifications. Whenever there are
practical difficulties involved in carrying out the

provisions of this code, the Building Official
shall have the authority to grant modifications
for individual cases, upon application of the
owner or owner’s representative, provided the
Building Official shall first find that special
individual reason makes the strict letter of this
code impractical and the modification is in
compliance with the intent and purpose of this
code and that such modification does not lessen
health, accessibility, life and fire safety or
structural requirements. The details of action
granting modifications shall be recorded and
entered in the files of the Office of Construction
Code Enforcement.

104.11 Alternative materials, design and
methods of construction and equipment. The
provisions of this code are not intended to
prevent the installation of any material or to
prohibit any design or method of construction
not specifically prescribed by this code, provided
that any such alternative has been approved. An
alternative material, design or method of
construction shall be approved where the
Building Official finds that the proposed design
is satisfactory and complies with the intent of the
provisions of this code, and that the material,
method or work offered is, for the purpose
intended, at least the equivalent of that
prescribed in this code in quality, strength,
effectiveness, fire resistance, durability and
safety.

104.11.1 Research reports. Supporting data,
where necessary to assist in the approval of
materials or assemblies not specifically provided
for in this code, shall consist of valid research
reports from approved sources.

104.11.2 Tests. Wherever there is insufficient
evidence of compliance with the provisions of
this code, or evidence that a material or method
does not conform to the requirements of this
code, or in order to substantiate claims for the
alternative materials or methods, the Building
Official shall have the authority to require tests
as evidence of compliance to be made at no
expense to the jurisdiction. Test methods shall be
as specified in this code or by other recognized
test standards. In the absence of recognized and
accepted test methods, the Building Official shall
approve the testing procedures. Tests shall be
performed by an approved agency. Reports of
such tests shall be retained by the Building
Official for the period required for retention of
public records.

104.12 Re-Inspection. Where any work or
installation does not pass an initial test or
inspection, the necessary corrections shall be



made so as to achieve compliance with this code.
The work or installation shall then be
resubmitted to the Building Official for
inspection and testing.

Section 105 - Permits

105.1 Required. Any owner or authorized agent
who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair,
move, demolish, or change the occupancy of a
building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge,
alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any
electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system,
the installation of which is regulated by this
code, or to cause any such work to be done shall
first make application to the Building Official
and obtain the required permit.

105.1.1 Permit required for appurtenances to
buildings and other structures and apparatus.
A permit shall be required to erect, install, alter,
or repair any of the following list of building
appurtenances, new structures, and apparatus,
and shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:

1 Conveyor systems (Permit and Inspection Fees
are as set for in section B-9 of the fee ordinance
as set forth in Appendix I);

2. Racking systems/Shelving (Permit and
Inspection Fees are as set for in section B-9 of
the fee ordinance as set forth in Appendix I;

3. Process Piping System (Permit and Inspection
Fees for Process Piping System will be as set
forth in the fee ordinance as set forth in
Appendix I)

105.1.2 Permits For Specific Structures. — A
permit, and the payment of the appropriate fees,
shall be required to erect, install, alter, or repair
any of the following list of building
appurtenances, new structures and apparatus, and
shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:

Mechanical Code /Electric Code /Plumbing
Code —

1. Air Conditioning, heating, mechanical
ventilating, blower, or exhaust systems

2. Cooling towers

3. Fire Protection, sprinkler systems

4. Mechanical refrigeration systems

Building Code/Electric Code/Plumbing Code
1. Special events permit (See policy and
procedures for requirements.)

2. Temporary construction trailers

3. Elevators

Building Code/Electric Code/ Mechanical
Code

1. Generators; except outdoor self-contained
units (no MC)

2. Incinerator

3. Spray Booth

Building Code/Electric Code

1. Fire Alarms

Mechanical Code/Electric Code

1. Fire suppression systems, including
commercial kitchen hoods

Fuel Gas Code/Electric Code

1. Liquefied petroleum gas systems

Plumbing Code

1. Potable water systems

2. Sewer private (Private Drive); (See policy and
procedures for requirements.)

3. Medical gas systems

Permit and inspection fees for the above list shall
be as set forth in the approved Local Fee
ordinance as appropriate.

105.2 Work exempt from permit. Exemptions
from permit requirements of this code shall not
be deemed to grant authorization for any work to
be done in any manner in violation of the
provisions of this code or any other laws or
ordinances of this jurisdiction. Permits shall not
be required for the following:

1.  Playhouse and similar uses, provided the
floor area does not exceed 120 square feet (11.15
M?). Treehouses are also exempt.

2. Reserved

3. Oil derricks

4. Retaining walls that are 3 feet (914 mm) in
height or less as measured from the bottom of
finished grade to the top of the wall, unless
supporting a surcharge imposed by an adjacent
structure or impounding Class 1, II or III-A
liquids. Adjacent structures shall include but not
be limited to permanent buildings and public
roadways.

5. Free standing walls, not supporting a
surcharge, that are 4 feet (1220 mm) in height or
less as measured from the bottom of finished
grade to the top of the wall.

6. Water tanks supported directly on grade if the
capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallons (18,925
L) and the ratio of height to diameter or width
does not exceed 2 to 1.

7. Private one and two family residential
sidewalks and driveways not more than 30
inches (762mm) above grade and not over any
basement of story below and which are not part
of an accessible route.

8. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets,
counter tops and similar finish work.

9. Temporary motion picture, television, and
theater stage sets and scenery



10. Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a
Group R-3 occupancy, as applicable in Section
101.2, which are less than 24 inches (610mm)
deep, do not exceed 5,000 gallons (18,925 L)
and are installed entirely above ground.

11. Shade cloth structures constructed for
nursery or agricultural purposes and not
including service systems.

12. Swings and other playground equipment.

13. Window awnings supported by an exterior
wall which do not project more than 54 inches
(1372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not
require additional support of Group R-3, as
applicable in Section 101.2 and Group U
occupancies.

14. Movable cases, counters and partitions not
over 5 feet 9 inches (1753 mm) in height.

105.2.1 Emergency repairs. Where equipment
replacement and repairs must be performed in an
emergency situation, the permit application shall
be submitted within the next five working days
to the Building Official.

105.2.2 Repairs. Application or notices to the
Building Official is not required for ordinary
repairs to structures, replacement of lamps or the
connection of approved portable electrical
equipment to approved, permanently installed
receptacles. Such repairs shall not include the
cutting away of any wall, partition or portion
thereof, the removal or cutting or any structural
beam or load-bearing support, or the removal or
change of any required means of egress, or
rearrangement of parts of a structure affecting
the egress requirements; nor shall ordinary
repairs include additions to, alteration of,
replacement or relocation of any standpipe,
water, supply, sewer, drainage, drain leader, gas
soil, waste vent or similar piping, electric wiring
or mechanical or other work affecting public
health or general safety.

105.3 Application for permit. To obtain a
permit, the applicant shall first file an application
therefore in writing on a form furnished by the
Office of Construction Code Enforcement for
that purpose. Such application shall:

1. Identify and describe the work to be covered
by the permit for which application is made.

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work
is to be done by legal description, street address
or similar descriptions that will readily identified
and definitely locate the proposed building or
work.

3. Indicate the use and occupancy for which the
proposed work is intended.

4. Be accompanied by construction documents
and other information as required in Section
106.3.
5. State the valuation of the proposed work.
6. Be signed by the applicant, or the applicant’s
authorized agent.
7. Such other data and information as required by
the Building Official.
105.3.1 Action on application. The Building
Official shall examine or cause to be examined
applications for permits and amendments thereto
within a reasonable time after filing. If the
application or the construction documents do not
conform to the requirements of the pertinent
laws, the Building Official shall reject such
application in writing, stating the reasons
therefore. If the Building Official is satisfied that
the proposed work conforms to the requirements
of this code and laws and ordinances applicable
thereto, the Building Official shall issue a permit
therefore as soon as practicable.
105.3.1.1 Action on permits. Permits shall be
issued to a licensed and/or registered contractor
who performs the work. If work is subcontracted
both contractors shall be licensed and/or
registered.
Exception: A  building permit for
construction of a single-family dwelling may
be obtained by the property owner under
provision of the state law related to such
construction and limited thereby
105.3.1.2 Work authorized. A building,
electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing permit
shall carry with it the right to construct or install
the work, as shown in the drawings and set forth
in the specifications filed with the application for
the permit. When additional work is not shown
on the drawings and covered by the
specifications submitted with the application,
additional permits shall be required.
105.3.2 Time limitation of application. An
application for a permit for any proposed work
shall be deemed to have been abandoned six (6)
months after the date of filing, unless such
application has been pursued in good faith or a
permit has been issued; except that the Building
Official is authorized to grant one or more
extensions of time for additional periods not
exceeding 90 days each. The extension shall be
requested in writing and justifiable cause
demonstrated.
105.4 Validity of permit. The issuance or
granting of a permit shall not be construed to be
a permit for, or an approval of, any violation of
any of the provisions of this code or of any other
ordinance of the jurisdiction. Permits presuming



to give authority to violate or cancel the
provisions of this code or other ordinances of the
jurisdiction shall not be valid. The issuance of a
permit based on construction documents and
other data shall not prevent the Building Official
from requiring the correction of errors in the
construction documents and other data. The
Building Official is also authorized to prevent
the occupation or use of a structure where in
violation of this code or of any other ordinance
of this jurisdiction.

105.5 Expiration. Every permit issued shall
become invalid unless the work on the site
authorized by such permit commences within six
months after its issuance, or if the work
authorized on the site by such permit is
suspended or abandoned for a period of six (6)
months after the time the work commenced. An
approved inspection by the Department shall be
the required evidence that such work has
commenced or has not been suspended or
abandoned. The Building Official is authorized
to grant, in writing, one or more extensions of
time, for periods not more than 90 days each.
The extension shall be requested in writing and
justifiable cause demonstrated.

105.6 Suspension or revocation. The Building
Official is authorized to suspend or revoke a
permit issued under the provisions of this code
wherever the permit is issued in error or on the
basis of incorrect, inaccurate or incomplete
information, or a violation of any ordinance or
regulation or any of the provisions of this code.
or if any one of the following conditions exist:

1 The permit is used for a location or
establishment other than that for which it was
issued.

2. The permit is used for a condition or activity
other than that listed in the permit.

3. Conditions and limitations set forth in the
permit have been violated.

4. There have been any false statements or
misrepresentations as to the material fact in the
application for permit or plans submitted or a
condition of the permit.

5. The permit is used for a different person or
firm than the name for which it was issued.

6. The permitee failed, refused, or neglected to
comply with orders or notices duly served in
accordance with the provisions of this code
within the time provided therein.

7. The permit was issued in error or in violation
of an ordinance, regulation or this code.

105.6.1 Unsafe building or systems. All
buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical
or plumbing systems which are unsafe,

unsanitary, or do not provide adequate egress, or
which constitute a fire hazard, or are otherwise
dangerous to human life, or which in relation to
existing use, constitute a hazard to safety or
health, are considered unsafe buildings or service
system. All such unsafe buildings, structures or
service systems are hereby declared illegal and
shall be abated by repair and rehabilitation or by
demolition.

105.7 Reserved

105.8 Special foundation permits. When
application for permit to erect or enlarge a
building has been filed, and pending issuance of
such permit, the Building Official may, at his
discretion, issue a special permit for the
foundation only. The holder of such a special
permit is proceeding at his own risk and without
assurance that permit for the remainder of the
work will be granted or that corrections will not
be required in order to meet provisions of the
technical code.

105.9.3 Contractor registration and/or
licensing. It shall be the duty of every contractor
who shall make contracts for the installation or
repairs of building, structure, electrical,
mechanical, gas, or plumbing systems, for which
a permit is required, to comply with the state or
local rules and regulations concerning the
registration and/or licensing which the applicable
governing authority may have adopted.

Section 106 - Construction Documents

106.1 Submittal documents. Construction
documents, special observation programs, and
other data shall be submitted with one copy of
specifications and four (4) copies of plans with
each application for a permit. The construction
documents shall be prepared by a registered
design professional where required by the
statutes of the jurisdiction in which the project is
to be constructed. Where special conditions
exist, the Building Official is authorized to
require additional construction documents to be
prepared by a registered design professional.
Special Inspections documents per Chapter 17
shall be provided if required by the Building
Official.

Exception: The Building Official is authorized
to waive the submission of construction
documents and other data not required to be
prepared by a registered design professional if it
is found that the nature of the work applied for is
such that the review of construction documents
is not necessary to obtain compliance with the
code.



106.1.1 Information on  construction
Documents. Construction documents shall be
dimensioned and drawn upon suitable material.
Electronic media documents are permitted to be
submitted when approved by the Building
Official. Construction documents shall be of
sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature
and extent of the work proposed and shown in
detail that it will conform to the provisions of
this code and relevant laws, ordinances, rules and
regulations, as determined by the Building
Official.

106.1.2 Means of egress. The construction
documents shall show in sufficient detail the
location, construction, size and character of all
portions of the means of egress in compliance
with the provisions of this code. In other than
occupancies in Group R-2, R-3, as applicable in
Section 101.2 and I-1, the construction
documents shall designate the number of
occupants to be accommodated on every floor,
and in all rooms and spaces.

106.1.3 Exterior wall envelope. Construction
documents for all buildings shall describe the
exterior wall envelope in sufficient detail to
determine compliance with this code. The
construction documents shall provide details of
the exterior wall envelope as required, including
flashing, intersections with dissimilar materials,
corners, end details, control joints, intersections
at roof, eaves or parapets, means of drainage,
water-resistant membranes and details around the
openings.

The construction documents shall include
manufacturer’s installation instructions that
provide supporting documentation that the
proposed construction documents maintain the
weather resistance of the exterior wall envelope.
The supporting documentation shall fully
describe the exterior wall system which was
tested, where applicable, as well as the test
procedure used.

106.2 Site plan. The construction documents
submitted with the application for permit shall be
accompanied by a site plan showing to scale the
size and locations of new construction and
existing structures on the site, distances from lot
lines, the established street grades and the
proposed finished grades and, as applicable,
flood hazard areas, floodways, and design flood
elevations; and it shall be drawn in accordance
with an accurate boundary line survey. In the
case of demolition, the site plan shall show the
construction to be demolished and the location
and size of existing structures and construction
that are to remain on site or plot. The Building

Official is authorized a waiver or modify the
requirements for a site plan when the application
for permit is for alteration or repair or when
otherwise warranted.

106.3 Examination of documents. The Building
Official shall examine or cause to be examined
the accompanying construction documents and
shall ascertain by such examinations whether the
construction indicated and described is in
accordance with the requirements of this code
and other pertinent laws or ordinances.

106.3.1 Review of construction documents.
When the Building Official issues a permit, the
construction documents shall be endorsed, in
writing or by stamp, as “REVIEWED.” One set
of construction documents so reviewed shall be
retained by the Building Official. Another set
shall be returned to the applicant, shall be kept at
the site of work and shall be open to inspection
by the Building Official or a duly authorized
representative.

106.3.2 Previous reviews. This code shall not
require changes in the construction documents,
construction or designated occupancy of a
structure for which has been pursued in good
faith within 180 day of the effective date of this
code and has not been abandoned.

106.3.3 Phase review. The Building Official is
authorized to issue a permit for the construction
of foundation or any other part of a building or
structure before the construction documents for
the whole building or structure have been
submitted, provided that adequate information
and detailed statements have been filed
complying with pertinent requirements of the
code. The holder of such permit for the
foundation or other parts of a building or
structure shall proceed at the holder’s risk with
the building operation and without assurance that
a permit for the entire structure will be granted.
106.3.4 Design professional in responsible
charge.

106.3.4.1 General. When it is required that
documents be prepared by a registered design
professional, the Building Official shall be
authorized to require the owner to engage and
designate on the building permit application a
registered design professional who shall act as
the registered design professional in responsible
charge. If the circumstances require, the owner
shall designate a substitute registered design
professional in responsible charge who shall
perform the duties required of the original
registered professional in responsible charge.
The Building Official shall be notified in writing
by the owner if the registered design professional



in responsible charge is changed or is unable to
continue to perform the duties.

The registered design professional in responsible
charge shall be responsible for reviewing and
coordinating submittal documents prepared by
others, including phased and deferred submittal
items, for compatibility with the design of the
building.

Where structural observation is required by
Section 106.1 in accordance with Chapter 17, the
inspection program shall name the individual or
firm who are to perform structural observations
and describe the stages of construction at which
structural observation is to occur (See also duties
specified in Chapter 17).

106.3.4.2 Deferred submittals. For the purpose
of this section, deferred submittals are defined as
those portions of the design that are not
submitted at the time of application and that are
to be submitted to the Building Official within a
specified period.

Deferral of any submittal items shall have the
prior approval of the Building Official. The
registered design professional in responsible
charge shall list the deferred submittals on the
construction documents for review by the
Building Official.

Documents for deferred submittal items shall be
submitted to the registered design professional in
responsible charge who shall review then and
forward them to the Building Official with a
notation indicating that the deferred submittal
documents have been reviewed and been found
to be in general conformance to the design of the
building. The deferred submittal items shall not
be installed until the design and submittal
documents have been approved by the Building
Official.

106.3.4.3. Design professional. - The Design
Professional shall be an architect or engineer
legally registered under the laws of this state
regulating the practice of architecture or
engineering and shall affix his official seal to
said plans, specifications and accompanying
data, for the following:

1. Group A, E, and I occupancies;

2. Buildings and structures three stories or more
high;

3. Buildings and structures 5,000 square feet or
more in area.

For all other buildings and structures, the
submittal shall bear the -certification of the
applicant that some specific state law permits its
preparation by a person not so registered.

1064 Amended construction documents.
Work shall be installed in accordance with the

approved construction documents, and any
changes made during construction that are not in
compliance with the approved construction
documents shall be resubmitted for approval as
an amended set of construction documents.

106.5 Retention of construction documents.
One set of reviewed construction documents
shall be retained by the Building Official for a
period of not less than 180 days from the date of
completion of the permitted work, or as required
by state or local laws.

Section 107 - Reserved
Section 108 - Fees

108.1 Payment of fees. A permit shall not be
valid until the fees prescribed by law have been
paid, nor shall an amendment to a permit be
released until the additional fee, if any, has been
paid.

108.2 Schedule of permit fees. On buildings,
structures, electrical, gas, mechanical and
plumbing systems or alterations requiring a
permit, a fee for each permit shall be paid as
required, in accordance with the schedule as
established by the applicable governing
authority.

108.2.1 Building permits, transfer devices,
plans and inspection fees. The fees charged
shall be in accordance with the schedule and
information set forth in the Fee Ordinance for
Memphis and Shelby County. Relevant portions
addressing building fees and other related areas
of this code are found in Appendix I.

108.3 Building permit valuations. The
applicant for a permit shall provide an estimated
permit value at time of application. Permit
valuation shall include total value of work,
including materials and labor, for which the
permit is being issued, such as electrical, gas,
mechanical, plumbing equipment and permanent
systems. If, in the opinion of the Building
Official, the valuation is underestimated on the
application, the permit shall be denied, unless the
applicant can show detailed estimates to meet the
approval of the Building Official. Final building
permit valuation shall be set by the Building
Official.

108.4 Work commencing before permit
issuance. Any person who commences any work
on any building, structure, electrical, gas,
mechanical or plumbing system before obtaining
the necessary permits shall be subject to a fee
established by the Building Official that shall be
in addition to the required permit fee. This



additional fee shall be 100% of the usual permit
fee. If the same person is determined to have
committed the same offense within 12 months of
the first occurrence of failing to obtain a permit,
the permit fee will be 3 times the usual permit
fee in addition to the required permit fees.

108.5 Related fees. The payment of the fee for
the construction, alteration, removal or
demolition for work done in connection to or
concurrently with the work authorized by a
building permit shall not relieve the applicant or
holder of the permit from the payment of other
fees that are prescribed by law.

108.6 Refunds. Refunds shall be provided as set
forth in Appendix I and the Fee Ordinance.

Section 109 - Inspections

109.1 General. Construction or work for which
a permit is required shall be subject to inspection
by the Building Official and such construction or
work shall remain accessible and exposed for
inspection purposes until approved. Approval as
a result of an inspection shall not be construed to
be an approval of a violation of the provisions of
this code or of other ordinances of the
jurisdiction. Inspections presuming to give
authority to violate or cancel the provisions of
this code or of other ordinances of the
jurisdiction shall not be valid. It shall be the duty
of the permit applicant to cause the work to
remain accessible and exposed for inspection
purpose. Neither the Building Official nor the
jurisdiction shall be liable for expense entailed in
the removal or replacement of any material
required to allow inspection.

109.2 Preliminary inspection. Before issuing a
permit, the Building Official is authorized to
examine or cause to be examined buildings,
structures, and sites for which an application has
been filed.

109.3 Required inspections. The Building
Official, upon notification, shall make the
inspections set forth in Section 109.3.1 through
109.3.10.

109.3.1 Footing and foundation inspection.
Footing and foundation inspections shall be
made after the excavation for footings are
complete and any required reinforcing steel is in
place. For concrete foundations, any required
forms shall be in place prior to inspection.
Materials for the foundation shall be on the job,
except where concrete is ready mixed in
accordance with ASTM C 94, the concrete need
not be on the job.

109.3.2 Concrete slab and under-floor
inspection. Concrete slab and under-floor
inspections shall be made after the in-slab or
under-floor reinforcing steel and building service
equipment, conduit, piping accessories and other
ancillary equipment items are in place, but
before any concrete is placed or floor sheathing
installed, including the subfloor.
109.3.3 Lowest floor elevation. In flood hazard
areas, upon placement of the lowest floor,
including the basement, and prior to further
vertical construction, the elevation certification
required in Section 1612.5 shall be submitted to
the Building Official.
109.3.4 Frame inspection. Framing inspections
shall be made after the roof deck or sheathing, all
framing, firebricking and bracing are in place
and pipes, chimneys and vents to be concealed
are complete and the rough electrical, plumbing,
heating, wires, pipes, and ducts are approved, but
before interior gypsum wallboard sheathing has
been installed.
109.3.5 Lath and gypsum board inspection.
Lath and gypsum board inspections shall be
made after lathing and gypsum board, interior
and exterior, is in place, but before any
plastering is applied or gypsum board joints and
fasteners are taped and finished.
Exception: Gypsum board that is not part
of a fire-resistance-rated assembly or a
shear assembly.
109.3.6 Fire-resistant penetrations. Protection
of joints and penetrations in fire resistance-rate
assemblies shall not be concealed from view
until inspected and approved
109.3.7 Reserved.
109.3.8 Other inspections. - In addition to the
inspections  specified above, the Building
Official is authorized to make or require other
inspections of any construction work to ascertain
compliance with the provisions of this code and
other laws that are enforced by the Office of
Construction Code Enforcement.
109.3.9 Special inspections. - For special
inspections, see Chapter 17.
109.3.10 Final inspections. The final inspection
shall be made after all work required by the
building permit is completed.
109.4 Inspection agencies. The Building
Official is authorized to accept reports of
approved inspection agencies, provided such
agencies satisfy the requirements as to
qualifications and reliability.
109.5 Inspection requests. It shall be the duty of
the holder of the building permit or their duly
authorized agent to notify the Building Official



when work is ready for inspection. It shall be the
duty of the permit holder to provide access to
and means of inspection of such work that are
required by this code.

109.6 Approval required. Work shall not be
done beyond the point indicated in each
successive inspection without first obtaining the
approval of the Building Official. The Building
Official, upon notification, shall make the
requested inspections and shall either indicate
the portion of the construction that is satisfactory
as completed, or notify the permit holder or his
or her agent wherein the same fails to comply
with this code. Any such portion that does not
comply shall be corrected and such portion shall
not be covered or concealed until authorized by
the Building Official.

109.7 Re-Inspection fees for excessive or
repeat inspection calls. When an Inspector
rejects an inspection of part or all of a building,
electrical, gas, mechanical and/or plumbing
system or equipment due to the work being in
violation or incomplete, or no plainly visible
street address is posted on the job site, an
additional fee shall be as set forth in the Fee
Ordinance, and as shown in Appendix I, and
charged for re-inspection of the same infraction
and each re-inspection thereafter until the
infraction is corrected.

109.7.1 Re-inspection appeal. Any person, firm
or corporation aggrieved by the assessment of
any re-inspection fee may appeal to the Chief
Inspector for a review of the facts involved and a
possible reduction in or dismissal of said fees.
109.7.2 Time to pay. Re-inspection fees shall be
paid before the next inspection.

109.8 No warranty to be construed. The
inspection of any building, system or plans by
any jurisdiction, under the requirements of the
Technical Codes, shall not be construed in any
court as a warranty of the physical condition of
such building, system or plans or their adequacy.
No jurisdiction or any employee thereof shall be
liable in tort for damages for any defect or
hazardous or illegal condition or inadequacy in
such building, system or plans, or for any failure
of any component of such, which may occur
subsequent to such inspection or permitting.
109.9 Assistance from other agencies. The
assistance and cooperation of police, building,
fire and health department officials and all other
officials shall be available as required in the
performance of duties.

Section 110- Certificate of Occupancy

110.1 Use and occupancy. No building or
structure shall be used or occupied, and no
change in the existing occupancy classification
of a building or structure or portion thereof shall
be made until the Building Official has issued a
certificate of occupancy therefore as provided
herein. Issuance of a certificate of occupancy
shall not be construed as an approval of a
violation of the provisions of this co