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PROPERTY FRAUD ON THE RISE IN SHELBY COUNTY
Memphis has the good fortune of being one of the hot
spots in the country for buying, selling and investing in
Real Estate right now. Interest rates are low and people are finding it is in their budget to refinance or buy
a new home, build new commercial developments, or
renovate old properties and sell them. But unfortunately with positive opportunities, come people who
take these opportunities to SCAM others by fraudulently transferring properties that do not rightfully belong to them into their name.

Featured Articles
Addressing Fraud

Community Outreach

My office continues to receive calls from citizens who
have had experiences of someone fraudulently taking
their property and inquiring as to what the Register of
Deeds office can do for them. As the Register of
Deeds, I am limited as to how I can assist in these
Pages matters. However, I am on a MISSION to fight for stiffer
penalties for people who commit PROPERTY FRAUD.
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Under my leadership, The Register of Deeds Office implemented the FREE “Property Fraud Alert Program.”
By signing up for this FREE program, you are immediately notified if a document is filed under your name or
the name of your business. This keeps a watchful eye
on your property so you can take action as soon as you
are alerted!

A home may be the biggest investment a citizen makes
and we all deserve peace of mind knowing that our
property is protected from fraud. Victims of Fraudulent
Property Filings are often saddled with tens of thousands of dollars of legal fees and time away from work
to address these issues with the courts, police department and district attorney.
With the implementation of the Fraud Alert Program,
my next goal is to get the information on how to sign
up for the program to every property owner in Shelby
County. My team and I are participating in Expos, Zoom
Meetings, Community Events, and Radio and Television
Interviews to get the Fraud Alert Program information
to the citizens Shelby County.
Left to Right: Atty. Monika Johnson, Register
Ford and Atty. Ursula Woods
WREG Live @ 9

FRAUD ALERT COMMUNITY OUTREACH
RADIO
INTERVIEWS

WDIA “The Bev Johnson Show”. Attorney Ursula
Woods, Register Ford and Bev Johnson

104FM/1240AM “The Trend On WAVN”
Telisa Franklin, President/CEO
Interview with Register Ford

VIRTUAL
MEETINGS

Register of Deeds “Town Hall Meeting”

Breath of Life Christian Center
“Sparkling Seniors” Zoom Meeting

EXPO NAREB
NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION
OF REAL
ESTATE
BROKERS

Register Ford Addressing Citizens Concerns
SIGN-UP is “FREE” for the Fraud Alert Program
TAKE ACTION to stop fraud! Signing up is simple, simply visit: register.shelby.tn.us and click
Fraud Alert in our Important Links.

Expo Table Setup

Please e-mail deirdre.fisher@shelbycountytn.gov
if your organization would like to display or distribute flyers regarding the Fraud Alert Program.

MEMPHIS CELEBRATES ELVIS PRESLEY IN AUGUST
Elvis Presley was born in Tupelo, Mississippi, on January 8, 1935, in a
two-room shotgun house in East Tupelo, then a separate municipality that
some called the “roughest town in north Mississippi.” Though poor,
Elvis’s parents, Gladys and Vernon Presley, were not unlike many others
in Mississippi at that time, for the country was in the midst of the Great
Depression. Times were hard in the U.S., especially in the South, when
Elvis Presley entered this world. To be born poor then was not unusual.
What was unusual about Elvis at his birth
is that he was a twin. His twin brother, Jesse
Garon, did not survive, making Elvis what is
called today a “twin-less twin.” Elvis later
changed his middle name, Aaron, to Aron, to
more closely match his twin’s middle name
(Garon). Elvis’s mother — a strong and supportive presence in his life
— told the young Elvis that a surviving twin gets the strength of both
children, and all evidence indicates that, in this case anyway, she was
right.
In the fall of 1948, the Presley family was on the move again, and this
time they decided to leave Tupelo and go north, to the city of Memphis,
Tennessee. It turned out to be a lucky move for an ambitious and musical young man.
At Humes High newcomer Elvis reinvented himself—or perhaps he was just being a teenager of
the 1950s. He set himself apart, styling with such fashion elements as dress pants (often with a
stripe down the side) a bolero jacket, and sideburns. Elvis was a contemporary of film actor James
Dean, after all, and a huge fan of Rebel W ithout a Cause. He apparently shopped for some, if not
all, of his clothes down on Beale Street.
He took his guitar to school there too—when some rough kids cut the strings on it, other classmates chipped in and bought him a new set. Elvis took more guitar lessons, tagged along with his
guitar teacher and played in his band, had a steady girlfriend, and worked odd jobs after school
and summers. Jerry Schilling, a friend of the teen-age Elvis, describes him as a “voracious reader,”
“very spiritual,” and “a lovable rebel.”
Elvis Presley went on to sell more than 500 million records worldwide and to revolutionize American popular music. Despite his
fame — and a hot temper — his friend Schilling writes that Elvis
chose “ninety percent of the time to be a nice guy.”
Elvis Presley kept the promise he made at age four—he bought his
family a Cadillac in 1957 and went on to buy many more. He never
forgot his hometown of Tupelo, either: during the 1960s he generously donated funds to create a ball park, swimming pool, and
community center.
Elvis died at Graceland Mansion from a heart attack August 16,
1977, at age forty-two. He is known as the King of Rock and Roll.

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT ELVIS PRESLEY

Elvis Presley & Michael Jackson

Elvis Presley in the Army

Graceland

1.) Where was Elvis Presley Born?
a.) Memphis, TN b.) Little Rock, AR c.) Tupelo, MS d.) Selma, AL
2.) What High School did Elvis Presley attend in Memphis, TN?
a.) L.C. Humes b.) Booker T. Washington c.) Central d.) East
3.) What year did Elvis Presley record his first record?
a.) 1950 b.) 1954 c.) 1955

d.) 1956

4.) What was Elvis Presley's first record?

a.) Jail House Rock b.) Love Me Tender c.) Hound Dog d.) That's All Right
5.) What Studio did Elvis Presley record his first record in?
a.) Sun Records Studio b.) Stax Studio c.) RCA Studio d.) Motown Studio
6.) What Television Station did Elvis Presley make his first appearance?
a.) Memphis WREG b.) Memphis WMC c.) Memphis FOX d.) Louisiana KSLA
7.) What Branch of the United States Service did Elvis Presley serve?
a.) Navy b.) Air Force

c.) Army

d.) Marines

8.) Where did Elvis Presley meet his wife?
a.) Paris, France b.) London, England c.) Sydney, Australia d.) Friedberg, Germany
9.) Who was Elvis Presley married to?
a.) Ann Margret b.) Debbie Reynolds c.) Priscilla Beaulieu d.) Annette Funicello
10.) What is the name of Elvis Presley's famous home in Memphis, TN
a.) Pink Palace b.) Graceland c.) Monticello d.) Biltmore

1.) C

2.) a 3.) b 4.) d 5.) a 6.) d 7.) c 8.) d 9.) c 10.) b
How Well Do You Know Elvis Presley Answer Key

ARCHIVES CORNER: NATIONAL WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE MONTH

Women’s Suffrage Voter Poster

Flyer from the
Woman’s Congress of Memphis

Women’s Suffrage Opposition Headquarters

SHELBY COUNTY CAME THROUGH
William T. Sedgwick, a well-known professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology believed that no good
could come of letting women vote. Sedgwick stated that
women shouldn’t vote because literally they were not
made for it. According to the leading theory, mental exertion could jeopardize a woman’s reproductive health and
that women could become infertile if they did too much
thinking. In 1914, The New York Times published Sedgwick’s warning.
Memphis Voting Vehicle

In some colonies in America women voted, but all women lost the right to vote with each state constitution draft Elizabeth Avery Meriwether
between 1777 and 1807. 19th century Suffragists maintained that they were not asking for a new right, but the
restitution of a right their foremothers possessed.

On May 21, 1919 the United State House of Representatives passed the 19th Amendment, (Popularly known as
the Susan B. Anthony Amendment) and on June 4, 1919 the United States Senate by a narrow margin passed the
Amendment. It was then sent to each state for ratification. Ratification required 36 states, or three-quarters of
the states in the Union at the time.
In the summer of 1920, Tennessee captured national attention in the fight for the ratification of the 19th Amendment: “The Women’s Right to Vote.” Suffragists saw Tennessee as their last, best hope for ratification before the
1920 presidential election as only 35 of the 36 states necessary had ratified the amendment, . As the state’s largest city, Memphis became the main stronghold of support for suffrage within the state during the ratification
fight. Virtually all the state legislators from Shelby County voted in favor of Women’s Suffrage. The Tennessee
House of Representatives was tied on whether to vote for ratification. A young 24 year old State Representative
by the name of Harry T. Burn from Niota, Tennessee, cast the deciding vote. The House erupted, and Representative Burn was literally chased out of the Capitol, hiding in an attic for safety. Opponents worked feverishly to rescind the ratification vote citing constitutional technicalities. Some anti-suffrage legislators even fled the state in
an attempt to prevent a quorum in the General Assembly. Their efforts failed. On August 24, 1920, Governor Albert H. Roberts certified Tennessee’s ratification of the 19th Amendment. On August 26, 1920, U.S. Secretary of
State Bainbridge Colby issued a proclamation that officially declared the ratification of the 19th Amendment
and made it part of the United States Constitution. Tennessee provided the 36th and final state needed to ratify this landmark amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
Elizabeth Avery Meriwether a pioneer of the Women’s Suffrage Movement and an advocate to give Women
public speaking platforms, was born in Bolivar, Tennessee on January 19, 1824. Her parents moved to Memphis
when she was nine years old. As a lecturer, she was the first woman to speak from the platform in the State of
Tennessee. In 1881, Meriwether began her lecture tour with Susan B. Anthony through the New England States
where conventions were being held. Anthony wanted her to speak at these places because she was a Southern
woman. With Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and other women in the pioneer field, advocating equal
rights for women, she lectured all through New England, Texas and other States. The first time Meriwether lectured in Missouri on “equal rights” she received many anonymous letters. In some she was denounced as being
everything but a good wife and mother. When she made her first public speech in Tennessee she went to the
editor of the paper and wanted him to make the announcement, but he said: “You will have to get the permission of your husband,” which, of course, was readily granted.

Employees and Interns
Appreciation Luncheon
Register of Deeds 2021 Summer Interns

Caitlin Taylor

Tori Eddie

Jon Wakefield

Register Ford Presented the Interns with Certificates of Appreciation

Register Shelandra Ford
Caitlin Taylor
Glenda Moore, Manager

Register Shelandra Ford
Tori Eddie
Fred Beckham, Manager

Register Shelandra Ford
Joh Wakefield
Glenda Moore, Manager

The Register of Deeds Staff Enjoying Lunch Together

PATRICK SMITH
AUGUST 8TH

Tammy Gregson
Promotion-Archives Deed Technician

The Register of Deeds—Community Outreach Dates:
 Africa in April- August 6-8 Robert Church Park 8:00 am - 7:00 pm
 Bartlett Business Health, Home & Garden Expo- August 26
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Bartlett Recreation Center @ 7700 Flaherty Pl.
 Delta Fair-September 3-12 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
 Copper-Young Festival—September 18 9:00 am - 7:00 pm

Publication Sources
http://mshistorynow.mdah.state.ms.us/articles/32/elvis-presley-the-early-years
https://wths-tn.org/historical-markers-of-shelby-county-in-west-tennessee/
https://www.visitknoxville.com/
http://historic-memphis.com/
The Atlantic; “The Pseudoscientific Arguments Against Women’s Suffrage” July 2019
State of Tennessee Archives; Grassmere Collection, 1786-1985; Women’s Suffrage: Tennessee and the Passage of the

19th Amendment;

Women’s Studies at the Tennessee State Library and Archives

The M Files Collection DIG MEMPHIS, Digital ID Suffrage0006...memphislibrary.org
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