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Many proven leaders throughout the History of Shelby County all agree, that it takes commitment and
determination to get things done here for the citizens of Shelby County. We have called upon a team of
Strategic and Proactive Professionals to aid in our efforts to eradicate “Property Fraud!”
On February 2, 2022, our office was invited to address the Shelby County Democratic Delegation by State
Representative G.A. Hardaway to discuss our Property Fraud Alert Program and the Caption Bill under
consideration. As support, Attorney Ursula Woods, Real Estate Attorney and Broker, who has first hand
knowledge of Fraudulent Deed Filings, accompanied our office to speak regarding cases she personally
has handled related to Property Fraud. On this same day, at my request, United States Attorney General
Joe Murphy hosted a webinar with participants from the Tennessee State Legislature, Shelby County
District Attorney’s Office and his office to listen to our concerns and to evaluate how his office can assist
and support our endeavor.
We are working to protect Shelby County Citizens through our collaboration with leaders at all levels of
government.
The Crime of Fraudulent Deed Filings is on the rise in Shelby County as more property investors are
looking to buy properties in this area. Criminals trying to make a fast dollar are targeting unsuspecting
property owners. If not addressed, the crime of Property Fraud will spread throughout the state of
Tennessee. We are continuing to spearhead and move forward in ensuring this crisis is always in the forefront at all levels of government. Working together to eradicate this crime, we can save the Residents of
Tennessee money, time and outrageous legal court fees.

Shelandra Y. Ford
Shelby County Register of Deeds
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HONORING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Martin Luther King, Jr.
A Determined Leader who lead the fight for Justice through Non-Violence
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On February 12, 1968, 1,300 Black sanitation workers went on strike in Memphis, Tennessee. This
meant that they refused to do their job of picking up trash throughout the city until
their demands were met. But why did the men go on strike? The men were forced to work in dangerous conditions. They were paid very little. They were not allowed to form into groups called unions.
They were even treated worse and paid less than their white co-workers just because of the color of
their skin. The workers wanted to change this. The workers had wanted to go on strike for a long
time, but it was not easy. They would have to fight racism and people who had more power than
them. The strike began a few days after two sanitation workers, Echol Cole and Robert Walker, were
crushed to death by their garbage truck while working. For many, it showed how dangerous the job
really was. Going on strike, protesting, and marching was very difficult and dangerous for the
workers. They were not paid at all during the strike. During one march, the protestors were sprayed
with mace and tear gas by the police. Another march became violent and a 16-year-old named Larry
Payne was shot and killed by the police. Even with all the dangers and challenges, the strike
continued.
The Civil Rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., went to Memphis to support the sanitation
workers. He marched with them and made speeches. During the marches, many workers wore signs
that read “I Am A Man.” This showed that they were fighting for equality, dignity, and respect.
On April 3, Dr. King gave a very famous speech in Memphis during the strike. He told his
listeners: “I’ve seen the promised land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight
that we, as a people, will get to the promised land.” An assassin killed Dr. King one day later.
People across the United States and Memphis were shocked and angry by his death. Dr. King was
gone, but the Civil Rights Movement and the Sanitation Workers’ Strike continued. A few days later,
Coretta Scott King, Dr. King’s wife, led a silent march in Memphis with 42,000 people.
Finally, the sanitation workers and the city came to an agreement to end the strike. The workers had
won, but it was a hard-fought battle and there would be more battles in the future. People had lost
their lives to fight for what they believed in. The strike became part of the larger Civil Rights
Movement. More than 50 years later, we remember the Memphis sanitation workers and what they
fought for: respect and equality for everyone .
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Text Reference: Tnmuseum.org /September 1, 2020 article, Author:Matthew Gailani
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AFRICAN AMERICAN INVENTORS AND THEIR INVENTIONS

Cabinet Bed and Inventor Sarah Goode

Sarah Goode: After receiving her freedom at the end of the Civil War,
Goode moved to Chicago and eventually became an entrepreneur. Along
with her husband Archibald, a carpenter, she owned a furniture store.
Many of her customers, who were mostly working-class, lived in small
apartments and didn't have much space for furniture, including beds. As
a solution to the problem, Good invented a cabinet bed, which she
described as a "folding bed," similar to what nowadays would be called a
Murphy bed. When the bed was not being used, it could also serve as a
roll-top desk, complete with compartments for stationery and other
writing supplies. Text Reference: biography.com /photo: core77.com

George Crum: Legend says Crum became agitated when a customer sent
his French-fried potatoes back to the kitchen, complaining that they
were cut too thickly. Crum reacted by slicing the potatoes as thin as he
possibly could, frying them in grease, and sending the crunchy brown
chips back out on the guest's plate that way. The reaction was
unexpected: The guest loved the crisps. In fact, other guests began asking for them as well, and soon Crum's "Saratoga Chips" became one of
lodge's most popular treats. In 1860, Crum opened his own restaurant,
"Crumbs House," near Saratoga Lake where he catered to an upscale
clientele. Guests are said to have included the likes of William
Vanderbilt, Cornelius Vanderbilt, and Jay Gould. One of the restaurant's
attractions was a basket of potato chips placed on every table. George Crum Inventor of the potato chip
Text Reference: lemelson.mit.edu / photo: famousinventors.org
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Alexander Miles Inventor of the Elevator

Alexander Miles was a successful Black inventor in the late 19th century, best known for inventing elevator doors
that could automatically open and close. His invention made riding an elevator much safer, with automatic doors
still being a standard feature on modern-day elevators. During elevator rides in his buildings, Miles witnessed the
risks associated with an elevator shaft door accidentally left open. There were many examples of people
accidentally falling to their death through the shaft because the elevator doors at the time had to be manually
operated. Miles was determined to solve this problem. He attached a flexible belt to the elevator cage, which
touched drums positioned along the elevator shaft, directly above and below the floors. His invention allowed
elevator shaft doors to operate at the correct times. The elevator doors were automated through a series of levers
and rollers. Alexander Miles was granted a patent for his invention on October 11, 1887 (U.S. Patent
371,207). Text Reference: lemelson.mit.edu/ photo: americabestpics.com

Photo Reference: Omari-scholarship.org

FEBRUARY IS AMERICAN HEART MONTH
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TAKE CARE OF YOUR HEART
AND
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